A tandem cross-coupling/S(N)Ar approach to functionalized carbazoles.
A novel route to functionalized carbazoles utilizing a tandem Suzuki cross-coupling/SNAr protocol is described. This process was found to be compatible with a variety of electron-withdrawing groups including aldehydes, esters, and sulfones. Using this method, a concise total synthesis (four steps, 50% overall yield) of the carbazole alkaloid glycosinine was achieved.